
 

References:  

1. Economic and Social Costs of Legalized Marijuana. (November 2018) Centennial Institute: Lakewood, CO. Retrieved from 
http://www.ccu.edu/centennial/policy-briefs/marijuana-costs/ 

2. Quest Diagnostics. (2016). Increases in illicit drugs, including cocaine, drive workforce drug positivity to highest rate in 12 years. 
Secaucus, NJ: Author. Retrieved February 3, 2018, from http://newsroom.questdiagnostics.com/2017-05-16-Increases-in-Illicit-
Drugs- Including-Cocaine-Drive-Workforce-Drug-Positivity-to-Highest-Rate-in-12-Years-Quest-Diagnostics-Analysis-Finds 

3. Hlavac, G. C., & Easterly, E. J. (2016). Legal issues: Marijuana in the workplace. Bethlehem, PA: National Association of Colleges 
and Employers. Retrieved from http://www.naceweb.org/public-policy-and-legal/legal-issues/legal-issues-marijuana-in-the-
workplace/ 

4. Freisthler, B., Gaidus, A., Tam, C., Ponicki, W. R., & Gruenewald, P. J. (2017). From medical to recreational marijuana sales: 
Marijuana outlets and crime in an era of changing marijuana legislation. Journal of Primary Prevention, 38(3), 249–263. doi: 
10.1007/s10935-017-0472-9 

5. Thomas, C. & Freisthler, B. J Primary Prevent (2017) 38: 265. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10935-017-0473-8 

 
Preventing Marijuana Commercialization 

Economic Concerns 

 
• Taxes 

o “For every dollar gained in tax revenue, Coloradans spent approximately $4.50 
to mitigate the effects of legalization” (1) 

 
• Jobs 

o Testing employees and job candidates for marijuana use by employers in 
Washington and Colorado is now double the national average (2) 

 
• Insurance & Risk Management 

o Insurance claims have become a growing concern among companies in 
legalized states (3)  

 
• Crime 

o Neighborhoods adjacent to marijuana businesses saw 84 more property crimes 
each year than neighborhoods without a marijuana shop nearby (4) 
 

• Social Justice  
o Communities of Color are subject to disproportionate targeting (5) 
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